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It was all about director Mark Tran and 
his fi lm, “All About Dad,” which had its 
theatrical premiere on Friday at Camera 
3 Cinema.
Produced by SJSU’s Spartan Film Stu-
dios, the SJSU-based fi lm production 
company, the movie is about a father’s un-
realistic expectations for his Vietnamese-
American family.
Tran said he started writing the screen-
play when he was 19 years old. Th is year, 
it debuted at the Cinequest Film Festival, 
where it played to sold-out crowds and took 
home the Audience Award for Best Feature.  
An SJSU television, radio and fi lm 
alumnus, Tran said it’s exciting to have his 
fi lm play theatrically but at the same time, 
it’s nerve-wrecking.
He said SJSU helped him in the techni-
cal means to produce fi lms and provided 
equipment, screenwriting classes and 
support from both the faculty and com-
munity.
Barnaby Dallas, coordinator of pro-
duction for the television, radio, fi lm and 
theatre department and one of the execu-
tive producers of the fi lm, said Tran had 
pitched the project to him. 
Dallas said he helped him produce the 
project from fundraising and develop-
ment through production, post produc-
tion and distribution.
“I am very impressed and proud of 
the fi lm,” he said. “Th e audiences literally 
loved the fi lm, both Vietnamese and non-
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Two killed in small plane 
crash in San Jose area
SAN JOSE — A federal 
aviation offi cial says a small 
plane crashed in the 
San Jose area, killing both 
people on board.
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration spokesman Ian 
Gregor said Sunday the 
single-engine Champion 
Citabria crashed Saturday for 
unknown reasons at the 400-
foot level of Mt. Hamilton. 
The names of the dead were 
not released.
- Associated Press
War against drugs 
spreads to all parts 
of US
COLUMBIANA, Ala. — In 
Mexico, the fi ght against 
drugs has become a real war. 
And the cartels have brought 
the fi ght to the U.S.: In 230 
cities, Mexican organiza-
tions maintain distribution 
hubs or supply drugs to 
local distributors, authorities 
say. Places like Miami and 
other longtime transportation 
points have them, but also 
Twin Falls, Idaho; Billings, 
Mont; and Milwaukee.
- Associated Press
Somali piracy problems 
continue to hurt 
shipping
NAIROBI, Kenya — Dutch 
commandos sent by NATO 
rescued 20 fi shermen from 
a hijacked Yemeni dhow in 
the Gulf of Aden, but were 
forced to free seven Somali 
pirates because they have 
no authority to arrest them. 
The release underscores the 
diffi culties the alliance faces 
in the battle against piracy.
Iran convicts U.S. 
journalist for spying
TEHRAN, Iran — Iran con-
victed an American journalist 
of spying for the U.S. and 
sentenced her to eight years 
in prison, her lawyer said. 
The verdict is a fi rst against 
an American reporter in 
Iran and could hamper the 
Obama administration’s 
efforts to break a 30-year-old 
diplomatic deadlock between 
the two adversaries.
- Associated Press
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Staff Writer
“Oh my god, yes!” Sarah Bron-
stein said as she ran up to hug Associ-
ated Students President-elect Megan 
Baker in front of the A.S. House on 
Th ursday.
Bronstein was one of the winners 
in this year’s A.S. election, taking more 
than 65 percent of the 1,582 votes for 
A.S. director of community and envi-
ronmental aff airs.
“I’m really happy about the people 
who are going to be in the board next 
year,” Bronstein said. “It’s going to be 
really productive.”
Baker was equally jubilant during 
the A.S. election barbecue Th ursday 
aft ernoon, shaking hands and hug-
ging other students who were standing 
in line.
“I don’t know how to handle all this 
excitement,” Baker said. “I’ve never 
gone through an election before and it 
had a very good outcome. I’m excited.”
Not all candidates in att endance 
shared Baker and Bronstein’s fortune.
Christopher Palumbo won slightly 
more than 40 percent of the 1,579 
votes for A.S. controller, but it wasn’t 
enough to beat Jacob Curtis.
Alum’s 
fi lm has 
theatrical 
premiere
DAN LU
Staff Writer
Movie played at Cinequest, portrays 
Vietnamese-American family
FILM
Mark Tran, a fi lm director, stands outside of Camera 3 
Cinemas before the theatreical premiere of his fi lm “All About Dad.”
Megan Baker, the new A.S. president (right), celebrates her victory with Cheryl Vargas, the 
A.S. executive director, at the A.S. House on Thursday, April 16. Baker earned 53.93 percent of the votes for president 
over her opponent, Tobi Richards.
JOE PROUDMAN / Spartan Daily
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Heartwarming, quirky, bizarre, 
and humorous all describe the de-
grees of variety in the animated 
shorts shown Friday night to hun-
dreds of animation and illustration 
students and others who packed in-
side Morris Dailey Auditorium for 
the ACME Filmworks’ 10th annual 
“Animation Show of Shows.”
Th e show was presented by 
SJSU’s animation and illustra-
tion program and curated by Ron 
Diamond, president and executive 
producer of ACME Filmworks. 
Diamond described the event as 
a collection of short fi lms that he 
has collected, curated, and pro-
grammed that are specifi cally from 
the world’s animation festivals.
See SHOW, page 2
Department 
puts on 
‘Show of 
Shows’
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer
NATIONAL
Don Edwards 
Lecture
California Lt. Gov. John Gara-
mendi in conversation with SJSU 
Professor and NBC 11 Political 
Analyst Larry Gerston. Free.
7 p.m. in Morris Dailey 
Auditorium.
Contact Terry Christensen at 
Terry.Christensen@sjsu.edu
The Prisoners’ 
Dilemma 
Symposium
A panel discussion with Nicola 
Lacey, David Soskice, Alessandro 
De Giorgi, Richard Perry and 
William Armaline. 
3 to 5 p.m. in the Boccardo Busi-
ness Center, Room 204.
Contact Gilbert Villareal at 
gvillarreal@casa.sjsu.edu
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource 
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center.
For more information, call 
924-6158 or 924-5910.
Pregnancy 
Counseling
Pregnant? Confused? Need 
Support? Peer counseling is 
available every Monday. 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the 
Guadalupe Room of the Student 
Union and 1 to 3 p.m. in Hugh 
Gillis Hall, Room 255.
For more information, call 
376-1233.
Barbecue
Hamburgers, cheeseburgers, veg-
gie burgers, hotdogs, chips, fruit, 
dessert and more. $5 a plate. 
11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 
barbecue pits across from the 
Event Center 
Spartan Smart 
Cart
Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Clark 
Hall, rain or shine.
Contact Luisa Garrett at 
luisa@postalmodern.com
How to Mark 
Yourself in a Tough 
Economy
Learn what employers are really 
looking for, how to best market 
yourself and the top “must have” 
qualities for potential employees.
6 p.m. in the Engineering build-
ing, Room 189. 
Contact Cecilia Almeda at 
cecilia.almeda@sjsu.edu
Weekly Discussion
Hangout with globally-minded 
people, discuss international 
issues and fi nd out internship 
opportunities. 
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room 
of the Student Union. 
Contact Ryan Wu at 
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com
Bible Study
“Purpose Driven Life.” A2 
Christian Fellowship hosts a 
presentation and discussion.
7 p.m. in the Guadalupe Room of 
the Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at 
jfoon1@yahoo.com
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One man’s garbage may be 
another man’s masterpiece, said 
SJSU graduate student Greg 
Mett ler. 
To create his pictures, titled 
“Orphaned Machines,” he 
photographed discarded appli-
ances from a secondhand store, 
such as a typewriter and rotary 
phone, and transformed them 
from junk to art.
“Th e theme around this body 
of work is how we place value in 
objects,” Mett ler said. “Th e ma-
chines would actually function 
in their original state, except 
they have been made dysfunc-
tional by technology.”
Mett ler and 14 other SJSU 
master of fi ne art graduate stu-
dents are presenting artwork 
in the exhibit “Lift  Off ” at the 
San Jose Institute of Contem-
porary Art.
Th e show, running from April 
11 through June 13, features the 
collective work of the graduate 
students, many of whom said 
their art has a deeper meaning 
than what may fi rst appear.
For example, at surface level, 
Wayne Madsen’s “Th e Pirates 
Code: MTAA Stylz” is a TV 
playing a scrambled version of 
Disney’s “Pirates of the Carib-
bean.” But dig deeper and one 
will uncover the true and pro-
found meaning Madsen said he 
off ers in his work.
“For this piece, I have at-
tempted to fi nd a place where 
both content pirates and their 
opponents, copyright protec-
tionists like Sony, can converge 
and work together on some-
thing,” Madsen said.
An undergraduate in psy-
chology, Madsen said he fi rst 
became interested in his proj-
ect aft er fi nding out how easily 
copyrighted information could 
be pirated.
“Pirating has become so easy 
my mother could probably do 
it,” he said.
Another contribution to the 
exhibit, “Kawaii Land,” by Xi-
aoqing Jing, may at fi rst seem 
cute and playful. She presents 
a digital, birds-eye view of San 
Jose, adorned with smiley faces, 
bright colors and furry textures. 
But a darker side, Jing said, 
looms in her art.
She said her artwork is 
influenced by what she calls 
“cute culture,” a phenomenon 
that she said is gaining popu-
larity in Asian pop culture, 
and emphasizes juvenile be-
havior.
“In cute culture, young peo-
ple become popular according 
to their apparent weakness, de-
pendence and inability, rather 
than because of their strengths 
and capabilities,” she said.
In the piece “What Nour-
ishes Me, Destroys Me,” Dina 
Ropele shows four diff erent 
video recordings of herself 
gorging on hot dogs, which she 
said is meant to draw att ention 
to the problem of American 
consumption.
“It is associated with many 
ideas, from material consump-
tion, food consumption and 
sexual consumption,” Ropele 
said of her art. “Th e idea that 
‘more is bett er’ is progressively 
becoming an American mott o: 
Th e more we consume, buy, 
and materialize, the bett er per-
son we can become. 
“Within this desperate cycle 
of consumption, we inevitably 
fi nd ourselves increasingly un-
happy,” she added.
Victor Malagon said he used 
a combination of oil and spray 
paint on wood to achieve his 
two graffi  ti inspired pieces, 
“Angeja 1” and “Angeja 2.”
Th e two cutouts give the 
three-dimensional appearance 
of hovering parallel to a wall. 
Malagon, 31, said he has been 
doing graffi  ti since he was 16 
years old and draws heavily on 
its infl uence.
“Th e panels I create are rep-
resentations of graffi  ti in style 
and energy,” he said. “Graffi  ti 
to me is wild and untamed, yet 
vulnerable because it exists in a 
public environment. (Th e pan-
els) can easily be crushed, just 
like graffi  ti murals can easily be 
destroyed.”
Th e gallery assistant curator, 
Susan O’Malley, said the insti-
tute is honored to be present-
ing the exhibit “Lift  Off .”  
“Th is diverse group of grad-
uates refl ects the cultural vi-
brancy of our community and 
we are proud to present their 
accomplishments and to pro-
vide a launching pad for their 
future endeavors,” she said in a 
news release.
ELIZABETH KANG
Staff Writer
Master students put 
projects on display
CAMPUSIMAGES
“Th ere are great fi lms that 
show at festivals and I’m just for-
tunate to be able to get to show 
a number of them and gener-
ally the animation audience is 
interested in seeing new anima-
tion and they appreciate quality 
fi lms,” he said.
Diamond said he gathers what 
he thinks are the best animated 
shorts of the previous year from 
around the world and puts them 
together to show to animation 
studios, animators, profession-
als and students so they can be 
inspired by the great work that is 
being shown at festivals.
Diamond said he selects 
fi lms that appeal to profession-
als on a creative, artistic, narra-
tive and challenging basis, but 
not necessarily all the criteria in 
any one fi lm.
Some of the fi lms in the show 
ranged from Felix Massie’s “Keith 
Reynolds Can’t Make it Tonight,” 
which set in an offi  ce with only 
stick fi gure animations, to Kunio 
Kato’s Academy Award-winning 
story of an old man reminiscing 
his family’s past in “La Maison en 
Petits Cubes.” 
Tony Nguyen, a junior anima-
tion and illustration major, said 
he was inspired by work from ac-
tual professionals and seeing the 
creative process and how they 
go through it, something which 
is diff erent then normal school 
work.
“Going to school, you kind 
of get bogged down by the aca-
demics and the traditional ways 
of trying to generate ideas and 
seeing how free they can be with 
their short fi lms and just the 
acting alone and how they de-
velop the stories is just inspiring 
alone.” Nguyen said.
David Chai, an animation 
assistant professor, said he had 
seen the show before and just 
had to spread the word. 
“My colleagues and I had the 
opportunity to see this at ILM, 
Industrial Light and Magic, and 
just thought it was so outstand-
ing that this is something that 
our students had to see,” Chai 
said. “We are really, really for-
tunate to have Ron come out to 
share these great fi lms and the 
directors who allowed him to 
show these things was a really 
great opportunity.”
Chai said students can get 
the same experience out of 
watching this show by traveling 
to a place that they have never 
been, such as experiencing a 
new culture, environment, or 
perspective, he said.
“You are seeing visions not 
only from different locations 
but from real different perspec-
tives in terms of personality 
and idea,” Chai said. “It broad-
ens their horizons and we are 
fortunate to be able to do it 
right at home.”
Steve Hirt, a junior anima-
tion and illustration major and 
president of the animation club 
on campus, said the show was a 
great opportunity for the club 
to expand their idea of what ani-
mation is and have knowledge 
that there is work out their rede-
fi ning it. 
“As animation students here 
at San Jose, we really need to 
stay ahead of the curve and see 
what is being done in other me-
dia and how to push the media,” 
Hirt said.
Hirt said the fi lms in the 
show were all extremely weird 
but people can get something 
out of them to apply to their 
own work.
“A lot of people are going 
home with a litt le bit more of 
well maybe I can do this anima-
tion this way or maybe I should 
story tell a litt le bit diff erently or 
maybe I should go weird and see 
what happens,” he said. 
Continued from page 1
SHOW  A gathering of best animation 
from around the globe, curator says
Ron Diamond, curator for the “Animation Show of Shows,” spoke at 
Morris Dailey Auditorium on Friday about the backgrounds behind the short fi lms in the show.
Fans of The Killers charge up the stairs in anticipation of the show 
held at the Event Center on Sunday evening. The line, which was building for hours, wound its 
way through campus toward the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Courtesy of Jonathan Lester 
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Th e military says troops 
have rescued more than 5,000 civilians from the small 
sliver of territory in northern Sri Lanka where remain-
ing Tamil rebels are making their last stand.
Th e military has designated the area a “no-
fi re” zone to protect what the United Nations 
estimates are 100,000 civilians trapped there.
Military spokesman Brig. Udaya Nanayakkara 
says soldiers advanced into the no-fi re zone Monday, 
seized an earth fortifi cation built by the separatist 
Tamil Tigers and rescued more than 5,000 civilians.
Government forces have captured all the rebel 
strongholds in recent months and boxed the re-
maining guerrillas into the designated zone, some 
7.7 square miles (20 square kilometers) on the 
northern coast.
Associated Press
Sri Lankan military rescues 5,000 civilians
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But even with the result not 
going his way, Palumbo said he is 
staying positive and will be pro-
active in the upcoming school 
year.
“I just received a lett er yes-
terday from a friend who is very 
dear to me and overseas right 
now who reminded me that ev-
erything happens for a reason,” 
he said. “Sometimes we’ve got to 
wait for what it is.”
“I’ll still have my infl uence 
with Associated Students so I’ll 
look to lobby core positions,” 
Palumbo added. “I still have my 
contacts. I don’t need a title to 
advocate for students.”
Azra Crnogorcevic, A.S. vice 
president-elect, ran for the posi-
tion uncontested and received 
1,527 votes.
She said she was happy with 
the voter turnout this year, even 
though it was a few hundred less 
than last year’s 2,159 votes.
“Eighteen-hundred students 
came out for our elections, and 
I feel like the students who did 
vote were knowledgeable about 
the election and were concerned,” 
Crnogorcevic said. “We’d rather 
have students who are knowl-
edgeable and who are voting for 
the right reasons. In my opinion, 
it’s quality over quantity.”
Amanda Short, a senior mete-
orology student who worked the 
polls outside the Event Center on 
Wednesday, said she has not yet 
seen the total number of votes for 
this year’s election, but said that 
the overall turnout was good.
“I know (on Wednesday) we 
weren’t matching what was done 
last year,” she said. “So I was hop-
ing that the same amount or 
more voted this year rather than 
last year because I know that the 
school’s been trying to get A.S. 
out there.”
Bronstein said she thinks 
more could have been done to 
boost voter turnout.
“We had 35 people initially 
running and I thought that 
would get about 3,000 people 
voting, but we only had about 
1,800, so that was really surpris-
ing,” she said. “I think it’s really 
low for what it could’ve been. 
People could’ve pushed it a litt le 
bit more.”
With all the votes counted 
and most of the A.S. executive 
and legislative positions fi lled, 
this year’s winners will have litt le 
time to celebrate before making 
preparations for the next school 
year.
For now, the A.S. president-
elect is just happy to have won.
“Sorry, I’m really trying to 
take it all in,” Baker said.
Despite the U.S. being in a re-
cession with a bleak job market, 
the gerontology department put 
on a “Careers in Aging” panel on 
Th ursday to let students know 
about a growing industry they 
feel will continue to fl ourish for 
decades to come.
About 80 students att ended 
the panel in Duncan Hall, which 
was part of “Careers in Aging 
Week,” a national program spon-
sored by the Association for Ger-
ontology in Higher Education 
that takes place annually on sev-
eral college campuses across the 
nation. 
Th e week is designed to make 
students majoring in gerontol-
ogy and related fi elds more aware 
of the job opportunities available 
that involve working with the el-
derly. “Careers in Aging Week,” 
which took place from April 12 
to 18 this year, has been in exis-
tence since 2001 and SJSU has 
been a participant since 2002.
Charles Bullock, the dean of 
the College of Applied Sciences 
and Arts, att ended the panel and 
said careers that assist the elderly 
are something that need to be rec-
ognized and are a topic that he can 
relate to, since his mother’s 90th 
birthday was coming up soon.
“One thing that students can 
learn through this panel is the 
pride and respect we have and 
need to have for people as they 
get older,” Bullock said.
Th roughout the panel discus-
sion, students learned about ca-
reer opportunities in nutrition, 
fi tness, health care and commu-
nity services from experienced 
professionals within each fi eld. 
Jessica Saini, a freshman health 
science major, said she was in-
spired by the panel and is con-
sidering a career that will allow 
her to work specifi cally with the 
elderly.
“I know a lot of people in 
health care are focusing on 
younger children or issues like 
obesity but the att ention is all 
on them and we need to help the 
elders as well,” Saini said. “Th is 
panel made me aware of how 
many elderly people we have out 
there but also how we do not 
have enough health care profes-
sionals helping them.”
Brian Grossman, a health sci-
ence lecturer at SJSU, said the fu-
ture need for professionals work-
ing with the elderly can be seen 
in statistics from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  
“As of July 1, 2007, 37.9 mil-
lion people in the United States 
are age 65 and older which is 
13 percent of the population,” 
Grossman said. “By 2050, 88 mil-
lion people will be 65 and older 
which will be about 20 percent of 
the population.”
Nancy Hikoyeda, the former 
director of the SJSU gerontol-
ogy program, said one reason 
why health care for the elderly 
receives less att ention in the U.S. 
is the emphasis put on staying 
young forever.
“One challenge would be the 
societal stereotypes and the fact 
that here in the United States, we 
tend to revere youth and down-
play gett ing older,” Hikoyeda said. 
“We need to think about how we 
view older adults as a society.”
Monica Popa, a junior health 
science major, said addressing 
the need for careers which assist 
the elderly can lead to larger ben-
efi ts for society.
“We have to realize that the el-
derly are still people who can give 
and contribute to society,” Popa 
said. “If we can help them by pro-
viding health services which can 
lead to the prevention of illness, 
then maybe our hospitals will be 
less full and our society will be 
able to function bett er.”
Th e idea of preventing illness 
through health and fi tness pro-
grams for the elderly is a point 
that was emphasized by each of 
the panelists. Dan McClure, an 
SJSU alumnus and founder of the 
Generations Community Well-
ness, said the need for trained 
professionals within organiza-
tions such as his own is desper-
ate. McClure’s organization is a 
nonprofi t fi tness and nutrition 
organization that off ers services 
to low-income people of all ages.
“I challenge you while you’re 
gett ing your education right now 
to look for service opportunities, 
so that by the time you move 
your tassel you are well equipped 
and prepared to work with those 
chronologically-gift ed individu-
als who need your help,” said 
McClure, who went as far as to 
give out his personal cell phone 
number for students looking for 
immediate employment oppor-
tunities.  
“Th e good news is that there 
is money to be made and organi-
zations are willing to help people 
come in and serve their commu-
nities,” he said.
Aside from the profi t that 
could come with a “Career in Ag-
ing,” Wesley Mukoyama, who is 
the executive director of Yu-Ai 
Kai Japanese-American Commu-
nity Senior Service, said the most 
enjoyable part is giving back to 
his community and knowing 
how appreciative the seniors he 
is helping are for his services.
“It’s a wonderful feeling work-
ing in gerontology,” Mukoyama 
said. “Th e elderly don’t feel as 
entitled and are very grateful for 
your help which is really reward-
ing at the end of the day.”
RALPH WARNER
Staff Writer
Vietnamese viewers. It’s a fi lm 
that everyone who is trying to 
break family traditions can ap-
preciate.”
Scott  Sublett , an associate 
professor in the department, 
said Tran wrote the script in his 
class in which he was required 
to come up with an idea that 
suited him as a writer and from 
his own experience.
Sublett  said Tran didn’t think 
the script was worth fi nishing so 
he hounded Tran by phone for 
months to fi nish the script.
“When it was done, I went to 
my colleagues in the fi lm pro-
gram and said, this is the movie 
we have to shoot this year. It’s 
incredibly adorable.”
When it came to casting, the 
crew had a diffi  cult time fi nd-
ing someone to play the role of 
Dad.
Chi Pham, the actor who 
played Dad (Mr. Do), said he 
is also an SJSU alumnus. It was 
one of the reasons why he ac-
cepted the role of Dad for the 
fi lm, he said.
“I’m destined to help the 
crew make their fi rst big break,” 
Pham said. 
Yvonne Truong, who played 
Linh Do, said she thinks audi-
ences will fi nd the movie uplift -
ing and make them feel more 
appreciative of their family.
“It doesn’t matt er what back-
ground or where you’re from,” 
she said. “People can relate to 
each of the characters.”
Tran said directing the movie 
was fun. He said fi nishing and 
fi nally releasing the fi lm was like 
the icing on the cake.
He said it’s tough to say what 
his favorite scene is in the fi lm, 
but the moment when the mov-
ie gets into the dinner scenes is 
one of his favorites.
“In those dinner scenes, so 
many things are happening all at 
once,” Tran said. “Th e story dy-
namics of the characters come 
alive.” 
Along with some of the cast 
and crew, the audience at Fri-
day’s premiere was a mixture of 
students, adults and children.
Teri Nguyen, a senior creative 
arts major, said the family in the 
movie looks like her family and 
she could feel the troubles the 
characters go through.
“I can relate to not wanting 
to speak Vietnamese at home,” 
she said. “I speak English all 
the time, but now I’m starting 
to value my heritage more by 
speaking more fl uent Vietnam-
ese.”
Tyler Chen, 24, of San Fran-
cisco, came down with a group 
of friends from the city and said 
the fi lm reminded him of his 
own family. 
“Dad has a crookedly lean-
ing tree which sticks out like 
a sore thumb in his otherwise 
perfectly maintained garden,” 
he said. “As a result, he tries 
unsuccessfully to straighten 
the tree just like how he tries to 
bend his family to his concept 
of what he deems to be accept-
able.”
During the premiere, the 
audience had sudden outbursts 
of laughter throughout the fi lm 
and gave it a round of applause 
at the end.
Th e fi lm is currently play-
ing at the Camera 3 Cinema in 
Downtown San Jose until April 
23, and could be extended if the 
fi lm is successful.
Tran said the DVD will be re-
leased later this summer and he 
is currently working on direct-
ing an action fi lm titled, “Saigon 
California.” As a crime drama, 
the fi lm will star top Vietnam-
ese-American talents including 
Dustin Nguyen from “21 Jump 
Street” and Long Nguyen from 
“Journey from the Fall.”
Continued from page 1
MOVIE  Director working on fi lm titled ‘Saigon California’
ELECTION  About 1,800 students voted 
Learning about ways to help the elderly
Continued from page 1
SJSU’s program in gerontology 
hosted a panel discussion entitled “Exploring Different Careers 
in Aging” that featured four accomplished health care profes-
sionals with extensive experience in care for the aging. The 
event was held on Thursday, April 16 in Duncan Hall.
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
PRESIDENT
Megan Baker - 53.93 percent - 920 votes
Tobi Richards - 46.07 percent - 786 votes
VICE PRESIDENT
Azra Crnogorcevic - 100 percent - 
1,527 votes
CONTROLLER
Jacob Curtis - 59.78 percent - 944 votes
Christopher Palumbo - 40.22 percent - 
635 votes
*Board of director positions
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS 
AFFAIRS
Julio Velasquez - 27.23 percent - 
430 votes
Bobby Zerby - 26.16 percent - 413 votes
Mai Nguyen - 25.46 percent - 402 votes
Jagdeep Singh - 21.15 percent - 334 votes
DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS
Jessica Dunham - 60.05 votes - 911 votes
Erin Nicole Ellis - 39.95 percent - 
606 votes
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
Sarah Bronstein - 65.11 percent - 
1,030 votes
Robert Buzzard - 34.89 percent - 
552 votes
DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS
Rob Montross - 100 percent - 1,419 votes
DIRECTOR OF 
EXTRACURRICULAR AFFAIRS
Brandyn Jandrew - 35.03 percent - 
552 votes
Shelsy Bass - 26.52 percent - 418 votes
Hillary Henson - 23.22 percent - 
366 votes
Byron Covington - 15.23 percent - 
240 votes
DIRECTOR OF FACULTY AFFAIRS
Byron Pulu - 100 percent - 1,449 votes
DIRECTOR OF INTERCULTURAL 
AFFAIRS
Tomasz Kolodziejak - 50.89 percent - 
801 votes
Alanna Mancebo - 49.11 percent - 
773 votes
DIRECTOR OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS
Joshua Levy - 54.34 percent - 833 votes
Kyle McGuire - 45.66 percent - 700 votes
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING 
AFFAIRS
Cindy Tsui - 68.99 percent - 1,057 votes
Tina Thuy-Hang Thi Pham - 31.01 percent 
475 votes
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT FEE 
AFFAIRS
Daniel Carrillo - 100 percent - 1,445 votes
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
RESOURCE AFFAIRS
Eric Almendariz - 100 percent - 
1,435 votes
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Lizzie Orr - 36.82 percent - 552 votes
Alex Maldonado - 34.76 percent - 
521 votes
Ted Griffi th - 28.42 percent - 426 votes
The results are in ...
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More than 40 students gath-
ered at the Mosaic Cross Cul-
tural Center of the Student 
Union on Th ursday evening to 
celebrate diff erent cultures from 
around the world. 
Th e cultural fashion show, 
food and performances were 
planned by Gunjan Malekar, a 
senior advertising major, as a 
part of Mosaic’s diversity advo-
cate intern program. Interns are 
required to plan two events a 
semester. 
Malekar said she hoped her 
program, “Embrace: Our Cul-
tures, One World,” would be a 
“celebration of color, of diver-
sity, of cultures and of life.”
“My objective behind this 
program is to have an occasion, 
in this hectic and busy semester, 
to take some time out and relish 
the essence of what makes San 
Jose State such a great univer-
sity: its diversity,” she added. 
Th e evening featured cultural 
performances from many diff er-
ent groups and students. Two 
members of Akbayan, SJSU’s 
Filipino club, performed a tradi-
tional Filipino dance.  
A member of Kappa Al-
pha Psi taught the audience 
about the history of stepping, 
and gave the audience a brief 
demonstration. Four students 
performed a salsa dance. The 
Pride of the Pacific Islands 
club performed a traditional 
Polynesian dance, and Folk-
lorico, a student group on 
campus, performed a Mexican 
hat dance. 
Each dance was followed by 
a short presentation from the 
dancers about the origins and 
the history behind the dance 
they performed. 
Tania Diaz, a freshman com-
puter science major, came to the 
program to support a friend, 
who was performing, and to en-
joy the program. 
“I’m in a multicultural group 
and I’m open-minded,” Diaz 
said. “I like to look at this kind 
of stuff .” 
Danielle Fouts, a senior child 
development major, said she 
came to the program because 
as a requirement for her service 
fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega, she 
had to att end a cultural event on 
campus. She ended up enjoying 
the program. 
“Th e performances were re-
ally interesting,” Fouts said. 
She enjoyed “seeing the diff er-
ent cultures and the meaning of 
their dances.”
One way that students can 
embrace other cultures is to 
study abroad, Malekar said. 
Veronica Malki, a study 
abroad adviser, also came to the 
event to promote study abroad 
programs. Malki spoke about 
her own study abroad experi-
ences in Spain and how it was 
diffi  cult to adjust to another cul-
ture at fi rst, but studying abroad 
was one of the best things she 
did in college. 
“One of the important things 
about study abroad is that it re-
ally gives students a chance to 
experience another culture fi rst-
hand,” Malki said, “to take them-
selves out of their comfort zone 
and adapt to a new culture and a 
new way of living and seeing an-
other way of doing things. 
Th e goal of the night, Malekar 
said, was to try to get away from 
the heavier issues that are oft en 
covered in Mosaic programs. 
Malekar encouraged partici-
pants to share their opinions 
on diff erent cultural foods and 
make recommendations on lo-
cal ethnic restaurants. 
Th e night ended with a fash-
ion show by students. Wearing 
traditional Korean, Scott ish, 
Pakistani, Indian and Tahitian 
outfi ts, students strutt ed through 
the room showcasing the best of 
what their country had to off er 
to the fashion world. 
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer
Mosaic event brings 
together cultural clubs 
from across campus
Embracing 
different cultures 
through dance
PERFORMANCE ART
Swinging hips and tapping 
feet fi lled the Barrett  Ballroom 
of the Student Union on Satur-
day evening as the SJSU Ball-
room Dance Club hosted its fi rst 
“Spring Swingathon.” 
“A lot of the students don’t 
have much prior dancing experi-
ence,” said Cody Garcia, a senior 
business management informa-
tion systems major and president 
of the club. “We thought this 
would be a good way to get peo-
ple in, and get them interested in 
ballroom dancing.”
Garcia said this was the fi rst 
time the Ballroom Dance Club 
hosted a large workshop event. 
Th ey usually put on a big spring 
event, but in the past they have 
hosted open dances with very 
litt le instruction.
Th e Swingathon featured sev-
eral beginning and intermediate 
dance workshops in various styles, 
including West Coast swing, East 
Coast swing and jive. Professional 
dance instructors Monika Ole-
jink, Mark Scolieri and Robin 
Horn taught students basic steps 
and styling, which allowed them 
to start dancing right away.
“I always enjoy learning some-
thing new,” said Michael Celaya, 
a sophomore education major. 
“Other classes don’t teach you 
this, so it gives you an opportu-
nity to learn it. I really enjoy it.”
Th e event also featured open 
dancing, where students had 
the opportunity to practice the 
moves they learned, and Jack-
and-Jill contests, where dancers 
were randomly paired together 
to compete for prizes. Th e event 
ended with more open dancing 
to a live jazz band.
“I’m actually kind of glad they 
have these events going on,” said 
Lauren Welch, a freshman com-
municative disorders major. “It’s 
a good chance for us to learn how 
to dance and I think it’s a lost art 
form that we just don’t have any-
more.”
Groups of students from be-
ginning dance classes on campus 
also put together short dance 
routines which they performed 
in between workshops. Th is gave 
new dancers a glimpse of what 
ballroom dance classes at SJSU 
have to off er.
Many students att ending this 
event were already taking other 
dance classes, and this event gave 
them an opportunity to learn 
some new steps and also get credit 
for their regular dance classes.
Garcia said this event, and 
other events put on by the club, 
focuses on gett ing new dancers 
out on the fl oor.
“Students who don’t feel com-
fortable dancing can learn some 
formulated steps that they can 
do,” Garcia said. “So they can feel 
like within ten minutes, they’re 
dancing. You don’t have to have 
any crazy moves or anything like 
that, but you’ll be on the fl oor 
and you’ll be doing stuff .”
Sarah Armes, an SJSU alumna 
and technician for the event, said 
that there are not enough events 
like the Swingathon. 
“Th ey need to have more of 
these things, it’s a great way to 
meet people,” she said. “It’s really 
cute, it’s really interesting, all of 
these people coming to just learn 
how to dance. It’s just something 
so simple and I think it’s a really 
nice event to have.” 
Garcia said one of the main 
benefi ts of this event was that it 
created a good place for students 
to learn and enjoy dancing.
“I think it’s a great way for 
people to get out and have some 
fun,” he said. “I started out never 
dancing and being very uncom-
fortable with it. So this is really a 
more comfortable environment.”
JUSTIN PERRY
Staff Writer
“Other classes don’t 
teach you this, so 
it gives you an 
opportunity to 
learn it.”
MICHAEL CELAYA
sophomore edcuation major
Students get chance to 
swing night away at Student Union
Right: Hawaiian students in SJSU show Hawaiian traditional dance during embrace event at Mosaic Cross Cultural Center on Thursday evening. 
Left: Mexican students in SJSU perform a Mexican traditional dance of folklorico during embrace event at Mosaic Cross Cultural Center on Thursday evening.
Photos by YOUNG-SUNG KWON / Spartan Daily
A blue semi-truck and trailer 
known as the Digital Bookmo-
bile opened its doors to patrons 
in San Jose on April 16.
Parked in front of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 
spectators had the chance to step 
in and learn about the diff erent 
ways to digitally download audio 
books, e-books and music. 
“I’ve downloaded audio books 
before,” said Sonja Lilienthal, a 
sports management program di-
rector in the kinesiology depart-
ment at SJSU. “I didn’t know it 
was just not fi ction books. You 
can download music and a whole 
lot of other stuff , so I learned 
more than I knew before.”
Th e event was hosted by the 
San Jose Public Library. 
Th e 74-foot, 18-wheel digital 
bookmobile is powered by Over-
Drive — a digital distributor of 
more than 150,000 digital titles. 
“I would be interested in 
fi nding digital books about biol-
ogy and psychology,” said Marci 
Fay, a senior occupational ther-
apy major.
OverDrive is a privately-
owned company based out of 
Cleveland. 
“We work with the publishers 
and design the soft ware to dis-
tribute all these e-books, audio 
books and music to the libraries,” 
said Jamie Kelly, a marketing and 
events associate for OverDrive.
Th e company is partnered 
with more than 7,500 public li-
braries to off er students and com-
munity members the opportunity 
to download their favorite titles. 
“San Jose was the fi rst in Cali-
fornia to off er this service,” Kelly 
said. “Th ey were one of the fi rst 
in the nation, too. So we are hap-
py to be here back with them.” 
Th e library’s download ser-
vice is off ered through its Web 
site and is accessible 24 hours, 
seven days a week. All downloads 
are free with a library card.
“You actually have a check 
out period — one, two or three 
weeks,” Kelly said. “Aft er that pe-
riod it will check itself back into 
the library so there are no late 
fees and you don’t have to wor-
ry about bringing it back to the 
library.”
Patrons can read and listen 
from their personal computer 
or transfer their download to 
a personal mobile device such 
as iPods, Sony Readers, Smart-
phones and almost any MP3 
players. Depending on publisher 
permissions, some titles can also 
be burned to a CD. 
“You don’t have to drag around 
a huge book that you usually 
would for class,” Kelly said. “You 
can download it to your iPod, 
your Blackberry, any kind of com-
patible device. It’s an easier way to 
listen to an audio book.”
She explained that audio 
books and e-books are becoming 
more and more popular. Over-
Drive has had around 10 million 
downloads, she said. 
“If someone is looking up a 
title and they see that it’s e-book 
and they have the capability, it’s 
great they have that option,” said 
Brian Fowler, a reference librar-
ian for San Jose Public Library.
“Other people come in and 
ask about it, they already know 
or already are looking for that 
kind of service where they pro-
vide books out of libraries.”
San Jose Public Library’s fi rst 
full month of off ering OverDrive 
was in January 2004. Digital 
downloads are a small part of 
their circulation but are growing 
at a fast rate, Fowler said.
“Depending on the service, 
we have several diff erent e-
books in the system, it can go 
anywhere from a 50 percent to 
over a 100 percent increase per 
year,” he said. 
He explained that textbooks 
are a growing area and the hard-
est part is gett ing the publishers 
on board. 
“I see most textbooks being 
e-books,” Fowler said. “Most stu-
dents carry their laptops. Th ey can 
carry as many books as they like 
on a laptop. I really see textbooks 
a big visual for e-books, right now 
where in the transition period.”
Lilienthal said e-books are 
off ered through some publish-
ing houses. She added that it 
would be helpful to everyone if 
they were off ered through a sys-
tem like OverDrive. 
“I’m yes and no about down-
loading textbooks,” occupation-
al therapy student Fay said. “I 
think they’re a great idea, but it’s 
always nice to have a hard copy, 
just because you never know 
when your computer is going to 
go crazy.”
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Van Ngo, a senior occupational therapy major, inside the Bookmobile 
near the King Library on Thursday. The Bookmobile stopped at SJSU for one day during its 
international tour in order to promote OverDrive, which offers free book, audio and music 
downloads online to students with a library card. 
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Rex Grignon, DreamWorks supervising animator, and Kendal Cronkhite, 
DreamWorks production designer at Tuesday night’s opening of “DreamWorlds: The Inspired 
Concept Art of DreamWorks Animation” in SJSU’s Natalie and James Thompson Art Gallery.
Courtesy of Racquel Coelho 
SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer
Getting versed in the 
values of electronic books
LIBRARY
Seth Rogen might have lent 
his voice to the role of B.O.B. 
in the new DreamWorks com-
puter animated fi lm “Monster 
vs. Aliens,” but much more work 
goes into an animated fi lm than 
lending your voice.
Hundreds of students and 
SJSU President Jon Whitmore 
packed the Music Building Con-
cert Hall on Tuesday night for a 
guest curator Q-and-A presenta-
tion. Following the presentation 
was a reception for the opening 
of “DreamWorlds: Th e Inspired 
Concept Art of DreamWorks 
Animation” at the Natalie and 
James Th ompson Art Gallery on 
campus.
Th e gallery included story-
board art, early character design, 
late character design, set and prop 
design, fi nal production art and 
even sculptures and maquett es 
from various DreamWorks fi lms, 
such as “Th e Prince of Egypt,” 
“Bee Movie,” “Madagascar” 1 
and 2 and the recently released 
“Monsters vs. Aliens.”
Rex Grignon, the guest cu-
rator, has been an animator at 
DreamWorks for 13 years and 
was lead animator for both “Mad-
agascar” fi lms. He was joined by 
DreamWorks production design-
er Kendal Cronkhite.
“We’ve done 16 fi lms, and so 
I kind of looked at production 
art from all the fi lms and pulled 
some of my favorite ones that 
show the process from the very 
earliest designs right through to 
highly refi ned fi nished produc-
tion art,” Grignon said.
Alice Carter, SJSU’s anima-
tion and illustration program 
co-coordinator, said Grignon 
has also worked exclusively with 
graduating seniors three days a 
week for the past couple of se-
mesters at SJSU. He became a 
“distinguished educator,” made 
possible via a gift  from Jeff rey 
Katzenberg, CEO of Dream-
Works Animation, she said.
In the gallery, students have 
an opportunity to see how work 
is developed with a behind-the-
scenes look at concept work 
produced by DreamWorks, 
Carter said.
Steve Hirt, a junior anima-
tion and illustration major and 
president of Th e Shrunkenhead-
man Club on campus, said the 
program has been building a 
reputation and relationship with 
the industry, building to Tuesday 
night’s presentation and gallery 
opening, because DreamWorks 
has given SJSU funds and loaned 
Grignon as a teacher.
“Th is show is a great token of 
their dedication to us and ours 
to them,” Hirt said. “Between 
the panel tonight and this open-
ing, it’s really great to see not 
only Th e Shrunkenheadman 
Club, but also the animation 
and illustration program reach 
a point where they’re on a tight 
basis with a major company like 
DreamWorks.”
Grignon’s expertise might not 
be in design, but as an animator, 
he knows how it all works.
“I work closely with the pro-
duction designers and the char-
acter designers who do all this 
work,” he said. “I’m very famil-
iar with a lot of this work and I 
helped turn it into 3-D anima-
tion that we use.”
Courtney Granner, SJSU’s an-
imation and illustration program 
co-coordinator, said some of the 
concept art in the gallery ranges 
from 20 years old to 20 days old.
Carter, who has been run-
ning the program with Granner 
for about 25 years, said a lot of 
the concept art in the gallery has 
never been out of the studio.
“Students and people get to 
see the fi nished fi lm, but they 
don’t get to see everything that 
goes into making it, and most 
of what goes into making it 
never shows up in the fi lm,” 
Carter said.
Cronkhite, a production de-
signer, which is the person who 
makes visual decisions and de-
cide what goes up on screen, said, 
“It goes from chicken scratches 
to full-on production pieces.”
Grignon said DreamWorks 
has been collaborating with SJ-
SU’s program by having talks with 
the program, hiring students and 
donating money to help build a 
world-class program.
“I’m spending a lot of time 
here, and it’s just a collaboration 
that’s just gett ing closer and clos-
er,” Grignon said. So it’s fun.”
Th e gallery will remain open 
until May 19.
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer
SJSU-DreamWorks partnership 
on display at animation presentation
Sharks lose, head to Anaheim down 2-0 in series
With a litt le bit of timely 
scoring and a whole lot of stel-
lar goaltending, the Anaheim 
Ducks are halfway to an im-
probable playoff  upset of the 
top-seeded San Jose Sharks.
Andrew Ebbett  broke a tie 
with his fi rst career playoff 
goal from an awkward angle 
with 10:16 left , and the Ducks 
stopped the Sharks with another 
defensive gem in a 3-2 victory 
Sunday night, taking a 2-0 lead in 
their fi rst-round playoff  series.
Jonas Hiller made 42 saves 
in his second outstanding vic-
tory, while Bobby Ryan and 
Drew Miller also scored their 
fi rst playoff  goals as the eighth-
seeded Ducks took two games 
in the Shark Tank from San Jose, 
which lost just fi ve home games 
in regulation during the entire 
regular season.
Game 3 is Tuesday night in 
Anaheim.
Associated Press
6 FEATURES MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2009PAGE
SJSU student Joey Chestnut 
fi rst made a name for himself by 
demolishing Iguanas Burritozilla 
in four minutes and 14 seconds. 
He said he wasn’t interested in 
eating competitively at all, but 
his younger brother urged him 
to compete. 
“He knew I could eat a ton of 
food, so he signed me up for this 
contest in Reno for eating lobster 
and I ended up tying for third,” 
Chestnut said. 
Chestnut said he did not eat as 
much as he could have in his fi rst 
competition because his shyness 
got in the way. Even though he 
didn’t win, he saw the contest as 
a breakthrough.
“Aft er that fi rst contest I knew 
my body was made for it,” he said.
He said he loves to eat and 
if there is any type of record for 
eating, he feels that he needs to 
try and break it.
Bite me
Th is month, Chestnut said it 
will be exactly four years since 
he began competitive eating.
A deep-fried asparagus con-
test was his second competition. 
Chestnut took fi rst place, con-
suming 6.3 pounds of asparagus 
in 11- and-a-half minutes.
Some of Chestnut’s other wins 
include the Waffl  e House World 
Waffl  e Eating Championship, 
Krystal Square-off  World Ham-
burger Eating Championship, 
Wing Bowl XV, Famous Famiglia 
World Pizza Eating Champion-
ship, and more famously, the Na-
than’s Hot Dog Eating Contest.
Chestnut said he won the 
$10,000 fi rst prize for Nathan’s 
and the $20,000 grand prize for 
Krystal’s hamburgers.
For eating 182 chicken wings 
in 30 minutes at Philadelphia’s 
Wing Bowl Championship, 
Chestnut said he was awarded a 
motorcycle. 
“It was one of the most ran-
dom prizes I have ever won,” 
he said. 
Instead of having it shipped 
back to San Jose, Chestnut rode it 
back home cross country. 
“It took me fi ve days to make 
it back and I did a couple of eat-
ing challenges along the way,” 
he said.
 Chestnut said he ate a fi ve-
and-a-half pound steak in Ama-
rillo, Texas, and about an eight-
pound burger in Memphis, 
Tennessee.
On the Fourth of July in 
2007, aft er months and months 
of training, Chestnut had a 
major breakthrough in com-
petitive eating.
“When we fi rst got to New 
York, everyone knew it was his 
year to beat (Takeru) Kobayashi,” 
said Nicole Morillo, Chestnut’s 
former girlfriend. “ESPN came 
to the room, news reporters were 
coming to the room and doing 
stories, yet the day of the contest 
he was so focused  — he wanted 
to win.” 
Th at was the year Chestnut 
beat Kobayashi, his rival. He set 
a world record for eating 66 hot 
dogs in 12 minutes.
“Hot dogs are the most impor-
tant of the year,” Chestnut said. “I 
love it and I hate it.” 
Morillo said aft er he won his 
fi rst Nathan’s hot dog competi-
tion, people started to recognize 
him and he became a house-
hold name.
Meat and greet
As Chestnut’s fame grew, so 
have the number of guest ap-
pearances he has been asked to 
make.
From a cameo on the Travel 
Channel’s “Man vs. Food” epi-
sode to an appearance on “Smart-
er than a Fift h Grader,” which is 
scheduled to air soon, Chestnut 
said it’s weird for him to get rec-
ognized for eating. 
“I am just a normal guy, and 
it’s funny that they think they 
know me,” he said.
He gets about 10 lett ers from 
around the country every day, 
said his mother, Alicia Chestnut. 
“It’s like a litt le bit of Ameri-
cana,” she said. “Th ey are nice 
stories that they share.”
“Some of them have been 
watching the hot dog contest ev-
ery year,” she added.
Th e San Jose Stealth of Major 
League Lacrosse hosted a “Joey 
Chestnut night” at the HP Pavil-
ion, where they gave out bobble-
heads in his likeness.
“It was a great hometown 
crowd and it was my fi rst time 
eating in front of San Jose and in 
San Jose,” he said.
Fellow competitive eater, Pat-
rick Bertolett i said it is hard com-
peting against Chestnut.
“He is one of my closest 
friends on the circuit,” he said. 
“It’s hard to beat him. I have to 
have a perfect day to beat him 
and he brings it every time.”
Chestnut’s mother described 
the community of competitive 
eaters as a brotherhood.
“Th e second time that Joey 
met Kobayashi, Kobayashi 
brought him some Japanese 
chestnuts as a gift ,” she said. 
“Th ey all cheer each other on and 
support one another.”
Whipping into shape
Morillo said he takes his train-
ing seriously.
“He was gett ing ready to com-
pete in the chili cheese fries con-
test that was going to be held on 
the Queen Mary in Southern Cal-
ifornia,” she said, “so we went to 
Wienerschnitzel and he bought at 
least one hundred orders of chili 
cheese fries and brought them 
back to his apartment and had me 
time him eat all of them. It was 
weird, but it was fun.”
Chestnut said he decides when 
he will begin his training depend-
ing on the type of contest and who 
will be competing against him.
“Any enormous amount of 
food in your body — calories or 
fat — it takes months to train,” 
Chestnut said. “Hot dogs is a 
contest that takes me months to 
prepare for and my body to build 
and get ready and build a toler-
ance for.”
Th roughout his four years of 
competing, Chestnut said that he 
is a litt le bit healthier than when 
he fi rst started.
“I am a lot more conscious of 
my health,” Chestnut said. “I’m 
always paying att ention to every-
thing I am feeling because I un-
derstand what I am doing is not 
healthy at all, so I have to really 
make sure I pay att ention to my 
body a lot more.”
Around the time of some of 
his bigger contests, such as Na-
than’s hot dogs or Krystal ham-
burgers, Chestnut said he goes 
to the doctor about every two to 
three months.
“I am losing weight. I am 
fasting like crazy,” he said. “I’m 
making sure my body is used to 
go going from one hundred per-
cent empty to one hundred per-
cent full.”
Equal portions
Chestnut, a senior civil engi-
neering major, manages to bal-
ance school, his job at a construc-
tion company and competing for 
the past four years.
“I am very proud of Joey con-
tinuing school,” his mom said. 
“I’m so proud of him. It helps sup-
port himself along with his job.”
From the fi rst year of compet-
ing, Chestnut said it was purely a 
hobby, but it has developed into 
more. He said he never missed 
school or work but as competi-
tions accumulated over the years, 
it has gott en harder for him to 
juggle them all. 
“I had to drop classes like cra-
zy. Unfortunately, school has tak-
en a hit,” he said. “Once I gradu-
ate from school, I’ll have to decide 
if I want to take on construction 
management full time or if I want 
to pursue competitive eating.” 
Chestnut said that each year he 
has been in fewer competitions.
“Th is past year I competed in 
about 15 competitions,” he said. 
“I am starting to be more selec-
tive and starting to be more con-
cerned about my body and my 
health.”
Chestnut said that he has 
learned to not depend on eating 
competitively in the long run. 
“I have met so many great 
people and had so many great 
experiences, but it has taken a hit 
on my personal life and my family 
life,” he said. “I have three broth-
ers and two sisters and I don’t 
see them as much as before I 
started this.”
“Once it’s over, of course I’ll 
miss it but there are other things 
in my life,” he added. 
Feast your eyes on SJSU’s competitive eating champion
A crowd cheers on the contestants in Great America’s 
 Funnel Cake Eating Championship.
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan DailyJoey Chestnut, a senior civil engineering major, took fi rst place in 
Great America’s Funnel Cake Eating Championship.
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
Joey Chestnut, 25, competes in a  Funnel Cake Eating Championship
in Great America on Saturday, April 11, 2009.
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
DANIELLE TORRALBA
Senior Staff Writer
7A & EMONDAY,  APRIL 20, 2009 PAGE
CD REVIEW: ‘DUST’
When almost every pop band 
these days has computer eff ects 
applied to the singer’s voice, it’s 
nice to hear a real human singing. 
Th e Benjy Davis Project’s new-
est album, “Dust,” gives you just 
that.  Th e album sounds like real, 
organic music. 
It’s refreshing in a market 
that is fl ooded with talentless 
pop bands that have to rely on 
a talented producer to fi x all the 
bands’ shortcomings.
Th e Louisiana-based pop-
rock band is vocally driven. 
Benjy Davis, the lead singer 
and song writer, is a competent 
vocalist. 
“Dust” is upbeat and is a good 
album for cheering you up af-
ter a bad day. Th e band deft ly 
uses bluesy electric and acoustic 
guitars. Th e occasional use of 
the keyboards, violin and other 
acoustic instruments gives the 
album a hint of Southern sound.
While Davis may have a solid 
singing voice, he does not always 
sound perfect. Th e track “Whose 
God?” features vocals in the 
beginning that sound like Davis 
is going through a surprise bout 
of puberty. While this is defi nite-
ly not ideal, I feel this works for 
the band because it makes for a 
more realistic sound.
Would you rather the band be 
honest with their music or fi x it 
electronically? 
Sometimes vocalists take a 
chance and it does not always 
work. I am tired of bands that 
sound amazing on their CD, but 
are absolute garbage during a live 
performance. 
Many concert goers have 
been disappointed about a favor-
ite band that ended up sounding 
miserable live.
Two tracks on the album that 
stood out above the rest were 
“I Love You” and “Still Sweet.” 
I would normally skip love 
songs, but I ended up enjoy-
ing the song, “I Love You.” Th e 
piano introduction to the song is 
diff erent from the rest of the 
tracks on the album and it’s 
nice to see some variety in the 
album. Th e catchy tempo of the 
music and vocals will keep you 
interested.
”Still Sweet” is a song about 
running into a former girlfriend 
who is with her new boyfriend. 
Th e song’s lyrics, “Just because 
we had some good times, doesn’t 
mean I miss them / I’ve been 
seeing blue skies every day,” 
really sums up the cheery mood 
the album has.
Th e ending to one of the 
bett er tracks, “Same Damn 
Book,” shows that without Da-
vis’ vocals, the band can still 
stand on their own. 
Th e complex guitar work is 
great and that is easy to forget in 
an album where the instruments 
come second and are oft en lower 
in volume than Davis’ voice. It’s a 
tribute to the talent of the rest of 
the band. 
 “Dust” is a solid album that 
has at least a few tracks worth 
buying. Th ere’s not a single 
song on the album that I would 
condemn and say is terrible, 
they all have something to off er. 
For a student on a budget 
who wants to give the band a 
chance, I would recommend at 
least purchasing the tracks “I 
Love You” and “Still Sweet.” 
Th e album was released 
back in November 2008. Make 
sure you check the track list 
before you buy.
MICHAEL LE ROY
Staff Writer
Legendary and messy drive-in eats
Many who are familiar with San 
Jose have heard once or twice about 
Falafel Drive-In. It is recognized 
for its delicious, authentic Middle 
Eastern food.
Whenever I go there, I usu-
ally stick with the falafel special, 
which is a small falafel with a
banana shake.
Th e best way to describe a falafel 
is a pita sandwich with diced toma-
toes, lett uce, cucumber and a few 
falafel balls thrown inside. Falafel 
balls are ground fava beans and 
chick peas that are breaded and 
fried. Th en, hot sauce and a creamy 
Tahini sauce that does not have any 
distinct fl avor are drizzled on top to 
make the famous falafel sandwich. 
Th e pita pocket that every-
thing is stuff ed in to makes the 
sandwich much more appetizing, 
because there isn’t a lot of bread 
that takes away from the rest of 
the sandwich.
But I warn you now, the falafel 
is not made for people who do 
not like messy foods. I always 
att empt to eat it without having 
anything fall out, but it takes great 
skill to do that. If anything, just 
grab a fork and eat it like a salad 
if you must.
Th is vegetarian-like sandwich 
is one of the Drive-In’s more pop-
ular menu items. A small falafel 
is $3 and a large falafel goes for 
$4.50.
Both sizes are extremely fi ll-
ing, so the small one is the way to 
go if you are planning on gett ing a 
shake, too.
Everything is made fresh at the 
Drive-In and customer service is 
friendly and accommodating.
Th e Falafel Drive-In is lo-
cated on Stevens Creek Blvd., 
right near Valley Fair mall. Its 
old-school drive-thru appeal 
gives this family-owned restau-
rant a more traditional welcoming 
atmosphere. Th e Drive-In has been 
around since 1966 and has been 
voted a favorite among Yelp users.
When you fi rst arrive, you or-
der from the outside window and 
have the option of eating outside, 
but there is indoor dining as well.
Th is place has a good crowd 
any day of the week because their 
food is quite popular.
If a falafel is on your list of 
many foods you have yet to try, I 
would recommend having your 
fi rst one at Falafel Drive-In.
DANIELLE TORRALBA
Senior Staff Writer
The members of the Benjy Davis Project.
Photo courtesy of Concerted Efforts
FALAFEL DRIVE-IN
2301 STEVENS CREEK BOULEVARD
Small Falafel
EAT OF THEWEEK
DANIELLE TORRALBA / Spartan Daily
‘Benjy Davis’ voices honest southern pop
Indiana Jones didn’t get to 
party like a rock star before his 
quest for the Holy Grail, but that’s 
exactly what San Jose Sharks fans 
had an opportunity to do before 
the Sharks began their similar 
quest.
A sea of fans decked out in teal 
packed Autumn Street next to HP 
Pavilion for the pregame playoff  
rally before fi rst game of the Stan-
ley Cup Playoff s to get pumped 
up for the showdown with the 
Sharks Southern California nem-
esis, the Anaheim Ducks.
Approaching the Tank from 
Santa Clara Street, I could hear 
the music and the disc jockey at 
the rally in the distance introduc-
ing the entire Sharks roster. Sadly, 
none of the players actually came 
out, which dampened my excite-
ment for a chance of seeing Joe 
Th ornton and the gang.
When I reached the site of the 
rally, I was shocked to see hun-
dreds of fans out, two hours be-
fore the game began. 
Many fans were lined up to get 
a free ice cream from the San Jose 
Sharks ice cream truck. Oh, the 
power of sugar. Fans were out of 
luck if they came aft er 6 p.m. be-
cause the free ice cream was for 
the fi rst 1,000 people. 
For a team that I love dearly 
and have followed for years, it’s 
weird to see this much excitement 
considering how many times the 
Sharks have choked in the play-
off s. Th is year is no diff erent. On 
top of that, the Sharks were shut-
out in its fi rst game against the 
Ducks and don’t look promising 
to move on.
Th e centerpiece att raction 
for the rally was the BMX stunt 
team’s demonstration on a fl y box, 
a ramp with two quarter pipes 
back-to-back with a deck in the 
middle, and quarter pipe ramp. 
One of the professional BMX rid-
ers was San Jose native Shea Ny-
quist, who is the brother of BMX 
star Ryan Nyquist.
Th e only free beverages came 
from Amp Energy who hand 
out free samples of their caff eine 
drinks.
Th e rally also had activities for 
kids to enjoy, such as face paint-
ing, a poster making table and an 
air hockey table.
Even cheap beer to get fans 
more buzzed before the game was 
to be had at only $5 a pop. Th e 
beer was for a good cause, as the 
proceeds of the beer sales went to 
Th e Sharks Foundation.
Fans ranged from the casual 
ones with just a plain Sharks jer-
sey or T-shirt, to the hardcore 
fans with teal beards, teal mo-
hawks, teal “Braveheart”-style 
face paint, or hard hats with a 
red goal light and a mini Stanley 
Cup on top.
Th e main stage of the rally 
had multiple special guests 
come out to amp the fans es-
pecially when the voices of the 
Sharks came out. 
Dan Rusanowski, Jamie Bak-
er, Drew Remenda and Randy 
Hahn all came on stage instruct-
ing the fans to cheer their hearts 
out that night. Remenda, being 
his typical self, played devil’s ad-
vocate and said, as an example, 
that Calgary Flames fans cheer 
whether they are up or down. 
Fans booed him, but Remenda 
replied and called for the Sharks 
fans to do the same as Flames 
fans, resulting in cheers.
Th e rally also had freebies 
galore. Sponsors of  Sharks 
games, such as Dave and Bust-
ers, Southwest, Metro PCS, 98.5 
KFOX and Farmers Insurance, 
were out in full force off ering 
free shirts, pucks, foam hockey 
sticks and others.
Everyone’s favorite mascot, 
SJ Sharkie, came on stage too 
and threw Sharks goodies such 
as hats, shirts and even a bath-
robe. Yes, a Sharks-themed 
bathrobe. 
Th e crowd of fans resembled 
shark-infested waters with hands 
raised up and ready to snatch up 
any freebie. 
Overall, I went from the 
highest of highs at the rally to 
the lowest of lows aft er being 
amped up for so long only to 
have no tickets. 
Well, there was no stopping 
myself to try and sneak in.
Shark fans get pumped for playoffs at the Tank
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer
Sports Guide
USF Tue 3:00 USF
Fresno Pac. Wed 3:00 Blethen
Fresno St. Fri 6:00 Muni Stad.
Fresno St. Sat 1:00 Muni Stad.
Fresno St. Sat 4:30 Muni Stad.
Fresno St. Sun 1:00 Muni Stad.
Stanford Wed 6:00 Stanford
  BASEBALL
  SOFTBALL
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COMMENTARY
San Jose Sharks fans assemble outside the HP Pavilion on
Autumn Street Thursday night for the pregame playoff rally to get pumped up for the Sharks 
clash with the Anaheim Ducks. 
Free ice cream and BMX stunts among the many attractions 
at the Sharks’ street party to kick off Stanley Cup Playoffs
SCOTT REYBURN / Spartan Daily
 Classifieds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
*One block to campus
*US & International students
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike
*Intercultural Experience
 *Computer Lab/ Study Room
*Student Kitchen
*Wireless Internet Access
*Assigned Parking (fee)
*One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse 
EMPLOYMENT
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wendy@
(408) 733-9331 
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annually 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
TUTOR NEEDED
Beginning Visual Basic 2008 
programming skills. Ability to 
teach. 1-2 hours per week. On 
Campus. $25/ hr. Ben (650) 
533-8298
EXCITING OPPORTUNITY 
Part-Time Personal Assistant 
to Silicon Valley entrepreneur, 
South Fremont, private resi-
dence. Must have positive at-
titude, strive for excellence, be 
detail oriented, and open to 
learning. Approximately 15-25 
hours a week to start, ﬂexible 
times. Attractive compensa-
tion, $15-$20/ hour based on 
experience. Send resume to 
ksenff4@hotmail.com 
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 
spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily Classiﬁeds
SCOTT REYBURN / Spartan Daily
We build statues as physical reminders 
of the major events in our cultural lives. 
Th e Statue of Liberty was built by France 
to remind us that we are the sum of all of our 
inhabitants and that our melting pot made 
us stronger. 
We are still struggling with this.
SJSU erected a statue of Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos to remind students that acts of 
public defi ance can bring change. 
Th is statue is a symbol of individual pow-
er, and is a constant att raction on campus.
I had the chance to talk with one such fi g-
ure, Wiggsy Sivertsen.
While talking with Wiggsy and other 
students about her, I discovered that she 
was a person beyond compare. 
Students told me their lives were en-
riched by their interactions with Wiggsy.
Th ey said knowing she was on their side 
made being “out of the closet” much easier.
One student said we should create a stat-
ue of Wiggsy on campus, and I emphatically 
agree with that statement. 
Wiggsy is a strong, vocal woman in a 
world where strong, vocal women are usu-
ally labeled “bitches.” Somehow, Wiggsy is 
able to be aggressive and push for change 
while not being forced to wear the scarlet 
“B.” 
She was an early supporter of health care 
benefi ts for domestic partners of SJSU staff  
members and was able to thrive in the uni-
versity environment when gays and lesbians 
had no rights.
I talked with Wiggsy for about 45 min-
utes. Stories of her past, and the past of the 
university, rolled off  her tongue with ease. 
Her stories of these actions during the 
’60s shed light upon how isolated our cur-
rent students seem to be. 
Students wander around campus with 
white ear buds stuck in their ears as they 
send text messages.
A statue of Wiggsy would be a constant 
reminder that we, as a community, should 
be aware of our surroundings.
Aft er talking with Wiggsy, 
she turned her att entions to me. 
“What about you? What are you go-
ing to do when you graduate?” she 
said. 
Th is was a moment of clar-
ity for me. While she took 
the time to talk about her-
self, she seemed more inter-
ested in me and my future. 
She’s one of the few 
SJSU faculty members 
who have asked me this 
question.
I also think a statue of 
Wiggsy would show viewers 
that SJSU can be a forward-think-
ing university, and it welcomes stu-
dents of all backgrounds. 
Wiggsy will become our Statue of 
Liberty, our grand lady, a con-
stant call to action and 
acceptance.
Hank Drew is 
a Spartan
Daily staff writer. 
I bet I can guess the next 
song to come on the radio 
faster than you. I bet I can even 
spell the alphabet forward and 
backward quicker than you, 
too.
“Anything you can do, I can 
do bett er, I can do anything 
bett er than you,” is a line from 
a well-known musical that ac-
tually fi ts everyday life quite 
well.
Whether you consider your-
self to be a passive person or an 
aggressive one, it doesn’t mean 
much because when it comes 
down to it, life is a competition 
and we are all just players. 
Sports, work, school, family 
and personal relationships are 
litt le subcategories of life that 
scream competition.
Who’s going to win the 
Super Bowl? Who’s going to 
be the most successful among 
your siblings? Who’s going to 
snag that job with the ideal 
health benefi ts and salary? Or 
which car dealership is going 
to stay in business? 
Th e person or company 
who can recognize the compe-
tition and knows how to play 
the game, that’s who.
As much as we would not 
like to believe it, we are con-
stantly competing with some-
one or something, even with 
our inner selves, to be the best.
Th ere are some people who 
simply can’t take the pressure 
and beat themselves up men-
tally, and those people are part 
of the “Prozac Nation.” I’m sure 
that many college students can 
relate to Christina Ricci’s char-
acter in that movie. 
She is a young college stu-
dent struggling to adjust at 
Harvard, get used to being on 
her own and ends up losing 
herself trying to live up to the 
expectations of society and her 
family. It’s amazing what our 
parents and society can do to 
us. 
As humans, it is natural 
to have a competitive nature. 
Survival of the fi tt est does in-
fl uence humans’ and animals’ 
way of life. It sparks feelings of 
selfi shness, greed, accomplish-
ment and success. 
I do not usually wear my 
competitive nature on my 
sleeve, but from playing sports 
all my life, I feel that compet-
ing to be bett er than the rest 
has been embedded into my 
genetic makeup, and it tends to 
pop out here and there when it 
comes to certain things. 
Growing up, it was beating 
my brother at “Mortal Kom-
bat” and winning my Bobby 
Sox soft ball games. My com-
petitive drive is now focused 
toward school and the inevi-
table work world. I can only 
hope for myself and my fellow 
classmates that all of our life 
experiences have well prepared 
us for life’s challenges. 
It’s not bad to be competi-
tive, because even if you don’t 
consider yourself to be compet-
itive, you are. Friendships and 
relationships do dip their toes 
in the competitive pool, too. 
If you want an easy escape 
from the game, I suggest join-
ing the Peace Corps. Commit 
yourself to a couple years of 
job security? Why not? 
Our economy is continuing 
to spiral downward so why not 
get out of the U.S. for a while 
and help Th ird World coun-
tries that, no matt er how bad 
we have it here, will always 
(hate to say it) have it worse.
Life is a competition, it is 
almost as obvious as the sky is 
blue or milk is white, (if choco-
late isn’t added, of course). So, 
if you want to get in on the ac-
tion, put your jersey on, pull 
the splinters out of your ass 
and get in the game.
Today is April 20, and today 
is as good as any to continue the 
debate on legalizing marijuana. 
In February, Assemblyman Tom 
Ammiano, D-San Francisco, 
proposed Assembly bill 390, 
which would legalize the sale 
and possession of marijuana in 
California. 
It’s time to reform marijuana 
laws in this state. We should not 
legalize marijuana, but some 
changes are needed. 
In the past, medical doctors 
condemned marijuana and pro-
moted cigarett es. Times have 
changed, cigarett es are the “bad 
guy” and pot is recommended 
by doctors. A doctor’s recom-
mendation is not enough to de-
termine if a substance is safe. 
Much like your morning 
English class, marijuana has the 
following side eff ects: anxiety, 
memory loss, loss of motor skills, 
trouble with thinking and prob-
lem solving, distorted percep-
tion, decrease in muscle strength 
and increased heart rate. 
All those side eff ects will be 
just great on our crowded streets 
and freeways. Th e drivers here 
are bad enough already, and 
even if you prohibit marijuana 
users from driving high, all that 
pot they smoked over the years 
will dull their senses.
Can you imagine the hoards 
of people who will be on the free-
way with decades of pot smoking 
under their belts driving 50 mph 
in the fast lane? One Canadian 
study noted teens who smoked 
fi ve joints a week experienced a 
4.1 point drop in their IQ. One 
can only imagine how profound 
the IQ drop can be aft er many 
decades of marijuana use.
Forget the stoner myth that 
marijuana is not addictive. If 
it was not addictive, then why 
would there be 12-step pro-
grams such as marijuana anony-
mous? Th e U.S. Department of 
Justice states on its Web site that 
in 1999, about 200,000 people 
have entered substance-abuse 
treatment primarily for mari-
juana. 
Making marijuana legal to-
morrow will not cure all the 
people addicted to it. Th ere 
is a large number of people in 
jail right now for possession or 
the sale of marijuana, and free-
ing them tomorrow and lett ing 
them buy marijuana at 7-Eleven 
won’t help. 
Th ey should not be incarcer-
ated, but they should be in treat-
ment. A change in the law is nec-
essary to help marijuana addicts 
get help, not just make it easier 
for them to feed their addiction.
What people say and how 
they vote are oft en two separate 
things. Many thought there was 
no way Proposition 8 would 
pass, but it did. If California 
makes marijuana legal, I am sure 
many frustrated people in the 
gay community will ask, “Why 
is pot legal, but my marriage 
isn’t?” 
I have a feeling that, much 
like Proposition 8, many voters 
in this state do not support legal-
izing marijuana, but they are not 
as vocal as the minority that do.
Th is recession is teaching us 
that we as a country cannot rest 
on our laurels. Other nations 
are catching up quick in science 
and technology. Just ask yourself 
this: Will marijuana help us or 
hurt us as a country? 
Emerging high-tech countries 
like India and China are not go-
ing to legalize pot anytime soon.
Also, employers are not go-
ing to drop their restrictive drug 
polices even if it’s legalized, so to 
have a good job you can’t expect 
to be able to smoke marijuana. 
Would you be OK with a police 
offi  cer being addicted to mari-
juana?
Th e state should work on 
helping people with their addic-
tions, be it marijuana or alcohol, 
legalization will just make the 
problem more prevalent. 
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DID YOU KNOW...
The average adult American is about one inch taller, but 
nearly 25 pounds heavier than they were in 1960? The 
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Life is a competition — Game on!
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The blunt facts about marijuana legalization
The university should set Wiggsy in stone
Forget the stoner 
myth that marijuana 
is not addictive. 
If it was not 
addictive, then why 
would there be 
12-step programs 
such as marijuana 
anonymous? 
As much as we 
would not like 
to believe it, we 
are constantly 
competing with 
someone or 
something, even 
with our inner 
selves, to be the 
best.
Danielle Torralba is a 
Spartan Daily senior staff 
writer. 
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Juliet Moss, a senior water polo player, poses before practice at the Aquatic Center on Wednesday afternoon. Moss holds multiple school records.
Individual highlights are not 
the most important thing to Ju-
liet Moss — it’s the team.  
Th is past weekend, Moss, a 
senior kinesiology major and 
two-meter player, broke two 
major water polo records during 
a match against UC Davis. Her 
72nd score of the season during 
the game became a new univer-
sity single-season record. She 
also became SJSU’s career-scor-
ing leader with her 199th career 
goal also against the Aggies. 
“I think her potential is un-
limited,” said Lou Tully, head 
coach for SJSU women’s water 
polo team. “She’s super fast, 
strong and very coachable.”
Moss said she doesn’t focus 
on breaking records, and she 
couldn’t even say the number of 
goals she’s made this season off  
the top of her head. 
“I just go out and play and 
do what I can to help the team 
get the win,” she said. “In most 
sports, even if there’s a domi-
nant person, it’s really hard to 
have a team just based around 
them. One person doesn’t cre-
ate a team.”
Tully fi rst met the six-foot-
one athlete a year aft er she 
started playing water polo at 
Mt. Pleasant High School in San 
Jose.
He said he refereed one of 
her games and purposely didn’t 
call fouls when she had the ball 
to see if she could overcome the 
challenges of being an inexperi-
enced player. A frustrated Moss 
got out of the pool and asked 
him, “How come you don’t blow 
the whistle when I got the ball 
down there and they’re fouling 
me?” She didn’t know that Tully 
was testing her knowledge about 
the game. 
“If I blow the whistle and I 
call an ordinary foul all you can 
do is pass,” he said to her six 
years ago. “If I don’t blow the 
whistle, you can pass you can 
shoot, you can get an ejection, 
you can get a penalty shot.”
He said he asked her, “Which 
one would you rather have?” She 
said, “I get it.” 
“I told her we’re going to 
continue this game and I’m not 
going to blow the whistle un-
less I have to kick somebody 
out,” Tully said, smiling at the 
memory. 
Aft er seeing how much po-
tential Moss has, he invited her 
to play on a club team the sum-
mer between her junior and se-
nior year to learn more about 
the game.
“Of the three top players I 
had, I have to say Juliet with-
out a doubt turned out to be 
the best, and she was the weak-
est coming out because she had 
that inexperience,” Tully said. 
“You just knew if she started 
working with Division-I players 
she would catch on quickly.” 
Tanya Torres, her best friend 
and one of the team captains, 
met Moss as roommates during 
their freshman year.
“Since day one, we’ve been 
partners whether it would be 
during drills or stretching,” she 
said. “I’ve got to play against one 
of the best players in the country. 
I would say she is the best in the 
whole entire conference.”
Endurance, speed and strength 
are all talents Moss has when she 
plays, Torres said.
“I like the physicality of (wa-
ter polo) and it’s a tough sport,” 
Moss said. “I like to play tough 
things and try my hardest and 
play the best I can.”
Aft er seven years playing the 
sport, the right-handed Moss has 
become creative in front of the 
cage at two meters, Tully said.
“She’ll turn and then she’ll 
bring the ball over to her left  hand 
and step out, and the defender 
backs up and can’t stay with her,” 
he said. “So she just transfers it 
back to her right hand and rips 
it.”
Tully said water polo is a pun-
ishing sport and Moss has had 
her fair share of being hit “down 
in front of the cage where she 
plays and the defenders are go-
ing to come in and wale on her 
prett y good.”
Moss said one of the classes 
she is currently taking taught 
her to keep the arousal level 
low so the player could get op-
timum performance. She said 
that she has learned to focus on 
winning the game and keep tem-
pers down. 
“Stuff  happens, it’s a water 
polo game,” she said. “I don’t take 
off ense to anything that people 
do to me so I would expect the 
same from them. I don’t take any-
thing personally, especially in the 
pool.”
Playing water polo is a big part 
of her life right now but Moss 
knows that she won’t be playing 
it forever. 
“Even though athletics is what 
brought me to school, I still need 
to get my education so later on in 
life so I can get a job and support 
myself,” she said. “Academics and 
athletics are up on the pedestal. 
Th ey’re kind of equal, but aca-
demics would proceed aft er ath-
letics, defi nitely.”
Th e Olympic hopeful plans 
to graduate next fall. Aft er that, 
she said she will have to decide 
to either train with an interna-
tional team for two years or con-
tinue her education and earn a 
teaching credential. Whatever 
her choice, she said she will miss 
playing water polo at SJSU.
“Maybe I’ll come bug Lou 
and see if he’ll let me get in 
the water and play,” she said, 
laughing. 
At age 21, she said she has 
plenty more aquatic challenges 
to look forward to. 
“She’s just about as much 
quality as you can get,” Tully 
said. “She’s anxious to learn, she’s 
very respectful. Everything you 
can think of to have in an athlete, 
she’s got it.” 
Th roughout all her accom-
plishments, she said she gives 
credit to the people who have 
challenged her in the water over 
the years.
“Th ere’s just a cohesion 
that you have in the pool with 
your teammates that you can’t 
really get outside of the pool 
unless you’re playing a sport 
somewhere else,” she said. 
“(Water polo) calls for me and 
I love it.” 
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Juliet Moss, a senior water polo 
player, during practice at the Aquatic Center on Wednesday.
Moss scores her way into SJSU record books
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